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48:2-13 - Powers of board; public utility
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Listen
48:2-13 Powers of board; public utility defined; exemptions from
jurisdiction
48:2-13. a. The board shall have general supervision and
regulation of and jurisdiction and control over all public utilities
as defined in this section and their property, property rights,
equipment, facilities and franchises so far as may be necessary
for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this Title.
The term "public utility" shall include every individual,
copartnership, association, corporation or joint stock company,
their lessees, trustees or receivers appointed by any court
whatsoever, their successors, heirs or assigns, that now or
hereafter may own, operate, manage or control within this State
any railroad, street railway, traction railway, autobus, charter bus
operation, special bus operation, canal, express, subway,
pipeline, gas, electricity distribution, water, oil, sewer, solid waste
collection, solid waste disposal, telephone or telegraph system,
plant or equipment for public use, under privileges granted or
hereafter to be granted by this State or by any political
subdivision thereof.
b.Nothing contained in this Title shall extend the powers of the
board to include any supervision and regulation of, or
jurisdiction and control over any vehicles engaged in
ridesharing arrangements with a maximum carrying capacity of
not more than 15 passengers, including the driver, where the
transportation of passengers is incidental to the purpose of the
driver or any vehicles engaged in the transportation of
passengers for hire in the manner and form commonly called
taxicab service unless such service becomes or is held out to
be regular service between stated termini; hotel buses used
exclusively for the transportation of hotel patrons to or from local
railroad or other common carrier stations, including local
airports, or bus employed solely for transporting school children
and teachers, to and from school, or any autobus with a carrying
capacity of not more than 10 passengers now or hereafter
operated under municipal consent upon a route established
wholly within the limits of a single municipality or with a carrying
capacity of not more than 20 passengers operated under
municipal consent upon a route established wholly within the
limits of not more than four contiguous municipalities within any
county of the fifth or sixth class, which route in either case does
not in whole or in part parallel upon the same street the line of
any street railway or traction railway or any other autobus route.
c.Except as provided in section 7 of P.L.1995, c.101
(C.58:26-25), the board shall have no regulatory authority over
the parties to a contract negotiated between a public entity and a
private firm pursuant to P.L.1995, c.101 (C.58:26-19 et al.) in
connection with the performance of their respective obligations
thereunder. Nothing contained in this title shall extend the
powers of the board to include any supervision and regulation
of, or jurisdiction and control over, any public-private contract for
the provision of water supply services established pursuant to
P.L.1995, c.101 (C.58:26-19 et al.).
d.Unless otherwise specifically provided pursuant to P.L.1999,
c.23 (C.48:3-49 et al.), all services necessary for the
transmission and distribution of electricity and gas, including but
not limited to safety, reliability, metering, meter reading and
billing, shall remain the jurisdiction of the Board of Public
Utilities. The board shall also maintain the necessary
jurisdiction with regard to the production of electricity and gas to
assure the reliability of electricity and gas supply to retail
customers in the State as prescribed by the board or any other
federal or multi-jurisdictional agency responsible for reliability
and capacity in the State.
e.Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection a. of this section,
the board shall have the authority to classify as regulated the
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