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This is the first in a series of articles devoted to people who reside in our community. Many of us have had extraordinary experiences in our lives or 

careers and it is hoped we can share some of them through articles such as this. If you would like your story told, please call Jeanne Smith at 984-

2695. 

 

In our community directory, he’s listed as Nathan Branch. For all his life, he’s been known by the family nickname of “Bill,” after his grandfather, 

but in reality, he should be known as a living piece of American history. 

 

From his teen years, when he fudged his age and tried to enlist in the Navy at age 15, Bill wanted nothing more than to be an officer in the United 

States Navy. He persisted through one rejection after another because of a perforated eardrum until finally, when he was 18 in 1945, he presented 

himself to the draft board in his county and asked to be allowed to serve. With scar tissue covering the perforation in his eardrum, he was accepted 

into the Army and sent to Fort Leonard Wood in Missouri for training as a Combat Engineer, since everything at the time was geared toward an 

invasion of Japan. While he was stationed at Fort Jackson in South Carolina, the war ended and he was sent instead to be part of the occupation force 

in Germany. As a Railway MP, his job was to help safeguard the train shipments of supplies slated for the troops in Europe. In 1947, Bill left the 

Army and entered the United States Navy, believing his opportunities for training would be better, and was assigned to Naval Aviation. 

 

After training, he was assigned to an aircraft squadron at Chincoteague Naval Air Station in Virginia. Says Bill, “At that time, our squadron was 

working strictly on experimental aircraft.” After serving with seven different squadrons, all on experimental craft including drones, radio-controlled 

aircraft and others, Bill was sent to Vieques, an island off Puerto Rico, during the Korean War. Vieques was used by the U.S. Marines for training 

and Bill began working with helicopters in the late 1950s.  

 

During this period, the Soviet Union was aggressively building nuclear submarines, Bill recounts, and they were popping up under the ocean off our 

east coast with alarming regularity. To counter their ability to cruise off our shores, the Navy built helicopters designed for anti-submarine 

missions… they carried sonar to locate submerged Soviet ships and ammunition to destroy them if discovered. During this period, Bill served on 

eight or 10 aircraft carriers that participated in training exercises for the U.S. nuclear submarine fleet and was aboard the carrier that monitored the 

USS Thresher when it was lost after electrical failure caused by water leaking into the sub. As he recounted that incident in his career, Bill’s sadness 

at the loss of the 129 officers, crew and civilians aboard was evident. An event that powerful stays with a dedicated Navy man throughout his life. 

 

In 1961, Bill was aboard the aircraft carrier assigned to photograph the re-entry from a sub-orbital flight by Commander Alan Shepard. Shepard had 

launched from Cape Canaveral, Florida and was to be picked up after he splashed down in the Atlantic by Marines from the carrier who then 

retrieved his capsule. Bill said the crew assembled on the deck of the carrier held their collective breaths in silence as they awaited the return of the 

capsule and then broke into cheers as they spotted the parachute floating down through the clouds.  

 

With 1962 came the most potentially dangerous mission for Bill and his crewmates. He was stationed in Quonset Point, Rhode Island, when the news 

reached the world of the Soviet buildup of missiles on the island of Cuba. As he sat at home watching President John F. Kennedy televised address to 

the American people, he turned to his wife, Dottie, and predicted, “The phone’s going to ring any second now.” He was right. Within minutes, he was 

summoned to base to set sail for the southern Atlantic. At that time, Bill says, every military installation in the country was on alert and many ships 

and planes were heading for the area. Unless Kennedy and U.N. Secretary-General U Thant could negotiate with the Soviets to remove their missiles 

from Cuban soil, it was feared the incident would herald World War III. Historic accounts tell us there was intense and frantic negotiating behind the 

diplomatic scenes as everyone raced to avert a nuclear exchange.  

 

When agreement was reached in late October, the Soviets began dismantling and crating the missiles, loading them on ships to ferry them home to 

Russia. By then, Bill was aboard a carrier about 100 yards from a Soviet ship loaded with missiles as U.S. helicopters flew overhead to photograph 

the missiles as verification of their transport. Close enough to the Soviet ship to see its crew clearly, Bill recounts how both male and female crew 

members on the Russian ship used explicit hand gestures to convey their displeasure of the Americans. In his home, Bill has a framed photo of the 

deck of a Russian ship loaded with missiles as photographed from a hovering helicopter that had flown from the deck of his carrier. 

 

During this period, Bill served as a Squadron Aircraft Maintenance Officer. Because he had entered the service as a teenager, he lacked the formal 

education required to be a commissioned officer but rose through the ranks to achieve the status of Chief Petty Officer. However, during those years, 

Bill took over 150 correspondence courses, studied whenever he could, graduated first in every class he took and picked the brains of those with 

whom he served to widen his knowledge and skills. At the urging of a commanding officer, Bill applied for and was granted a commission as an 

Ensign. “I wanted the promotion for my family,” he said, noting that he was eventually “deep-selected” by the Chief of Naval Operations and 

promoted to the rank of Commander. After 31 years of service, Bill left active service with that rank in 1977 in a quiet retirement ceremony in his 

office in Norfolk, VA. 

 

Bill and Dottie Branch were married in 1948. They have a daughter, Anne, who also resides in our community. “My ambition was to reach the 

epitome of service in the Navy,” he said. “I wanted to be the best naval officer I could and I have always been very proud to have served.” 

 

April Birthday Greetings –7 Eva Ernst; 11 Sheri Ostrofsky, Nancy Russell and Leon Dobrowkski; 14 Rita Dombrowski; 18 Jim Ernst; 21 Doug 

Leib; 23 Stephanie Yeager.      

   

April  Anniversaries –  1 Sherri & Jay Oshinsky; 26 Bob & Cathy Geysen;  27 Rob & Carol Vannozzi; 30 Ben & Rosemarie Benenati 

 

 

Happy Birthday and Congratulations to everyone 

 



 

From the Board 
ARB applications - Remember that any exterior modification must be submitted to the Architectural Review Board for approval before 

work on a project begins.  Applications can be found at www.hearthstoneatwoodfield.info.  Send your completed application to Nick Sebasto, 10 

Tommy’s Meadow, ladyklockner@aim.com.  All information requested on the application must be included, including a plot plan. 

New ARB Members  - We welcome new ARB members Jeanne O’Keefe, Mike Monell and Ed Leff who join Nick Sebasto and Walter 

Marsh to review our ARB applications. 

Clean Up Day –Our annual Clean Up Day is scheduled for Saturday, April 24, (rain date May 1st) at 10:00 a.m. at the clubhouse.  Joe 

Salomone will once again provide bags, gloves, and poles and the Social Committee will provide a luncheon for all workers.  Come out to join us, 

meet neighbors and help keep our community clean.  Don’t feel you need to wait until then to do some outside picking up – if everyone will pick up 

around their own yards and streets in front of their homes, the neighborhood will look great. 

 When PSE&G, Verizon, etc. leave flags around the neighborhood to mark their underground pipes and wires, these flags must be left in 

place until their project is complete.  After 45 days the flags can be removed.  The flags which have been in our yards all winter can be thrown out. 

Volunteers Needed - We need 3 volunteers to serve as our Alternative Dispute Resolution Panel.  The ADR is a panel made up of 

homeowners who are called upon to mediate in an informal, cooperative, problem-solving way disputes among homeowners or between homeowners 

and the Association.  For more information, see the Resolution which created the Hearthstone ADR at www.Hearthstoneatwoodfield.info.  

Committee request forms are also available there. 

Pets - Only two household pets are permitted per home.  When outside, pets must be leashed and cleaned up after by the owner.  Empty 

lots and areas next to sidewalks are NOT dumping grounds.  

 Please DO NOT feed wild cats.  They present a serious rabies threat.  The Borough will be trapping these cats using humane traps. 

Trees -  The suggestion was made at the March 16 Homeowners Association meeting that if those who want to replace the white pines (or 

other overlarge evergreens) planted on the corner of their homes with something more appropriate, they may want to get together and have them 

replaced at one time to save some money.  This is a great idea and we hope someone will come forward to organize this. 

Swallows - It is finally spring and that means the barn swallows will be returning to Pemberton.  Although they are a nuisance and no one 

wants them nesting on our homes and in our porches, remember they have their benefits as well.  A flock of barn swallows requires 6,000 flies a day 

to survive.  So the Barn Swallows help us out by eating lots and lots of bugs that would otherwise be bugging us. 

 Be advised, it is illegal to intentionally kill or injure migratory birds and illegal to intentionally damage or destroy their nests or eggs.  If 

you have a Brighton model home, we are certain you have experienced barn swallows.  While it is illegal to destroy the nests once they are in place, 

you can prevent the swallows from building a nest without harming the bird.  The internet has a host of items and suggestions.  You may want to 

check it out as soon as possible. 

 

Summary of 3/16 BOT meeting - Mayor answers questions – President Cliff Rutherford introduced Pemberton Boro Mayor William 

Kochersperger who took questions from the audience. He explained that there would be no traffic light at the corner of Hearthstone and Hanover, but 

did say he would inquire with the county about the possibility of changing the traffic pattern by prohibiting certain turns at busy hours. He said the 

county is in the process of installing fiber optics and linking all the lights together so it might be possible to coordinate the traffic lights.  A resident 

questioned the sewer bills and the mayor said the Council was working on revamping the sewer billing procedures to reflect the fact that the sewer 

reserves are running low. One possibility is to put a ceiling on the sewer rate. At present, Pemberton’s sewer rate is $2.75 per 1,000 gals. across the 

board. Other towns have flat sewer fees and other billing formulas. He said the Boro is trying to find a way to reach a fair balance in the way sewer 

services are billed. 

   A resident pointed out that there are no speed limit signs within our development other than the one at the street entrance and that drivers regularly 

go down our streets at unsafe speeds. The mayor said he would speak to the police chief about stepping up enforcement of the 25 mph speed limit. It 

was suggested by a resident that the speed limit be set below 25 mph and signs posted to that effect. 

   Mayor Kochersperger updated the residents on the construction at the Sunoco and former Getty stations. The Sunoco is simply getting new pumps 

while the old Getty is in the process of turning over to Gulf.  

   A resident asked about the repair work on Hanover St. not far from the bridge. The mayor explained that it is a new pipe being installed in a gas 

trench and as soon as the weather breaks, construction will resume. As for the status of the bridge, the mayor said repairs or complete replacement of 

the bridge have been on the books for over a decade. The county is not moving forward and the Boro can’t do anything without the permission of the 

county. Eventually, the bridge is to be replaced with another steel truss frame but with a concrete deck. 

   A lighted fountain will be purchased soon and placed at the widest point in the Rancocas Creek by the park in memory of former Mayor Simpkins.  

 ARB Report - Nick Sebasto had no report for the ARB. 

    Extra Assessment – Cliff reviewed the purpose for the extra assessment of $300 per household, noting that the payments could be revised 

if the four/$75 arrangement poses a financial burden for some residents. He said we should finally have a cushion for future emergencies with the 

payments of this assessment. There was a brief discussion of the fate of the seven empty lots in the development. 

Resident Issues – Residents questioned the replacement of missing trees from properties throughout the community. Cliff said the Boro 

engineer and a landscape contractor walked the neighborhood and noted where trees should be replanted. He added that any siding or roofing 

problems caused by recent heavy winds and rain should be addressed with the homeowners’ insurance companies. A resident suggested that those 

who wish to replace the fir trees at the sides of the properties should get together and purchase replacements trees in bulk to get a better price. 

Meeting with Kevin Summerhill of Ryan Homes – Cliff met with Kevin Summerhill of Ryan Homes.  Kevin told him that the clubhouse 

had been turned over to Mamco on July 18, 2006. We did not know that, and we have a long punch list.  They went over the punch list and hopefully 

most of it will be taken care of by Ryan Homes. 

Number of Pets – A brief discussion was held about the rule affecting homeowners that allows only two pets. If a resident had more than 

two pets as of January 1, 2010, no action will be taken. New residents and those having more than two who lose a pet are expected to comply with 

the Rules and Regulations. Anyone obtaining a third pet will be required to remove one in order to be in compliance. 

Volunteers Needed – Three volunteers are needed to serve on the Alternative Dispute Resolution Panel. Please contact Cliff if you are 

willing to serve. 

New Business – None 

BOT Minutes on Website – A resident asked when the 2010 minutes would be posted on the community’s website. Cliff said the BOT 

was in the process of deciding what would be put on the website and for now no minutes will be posted. Residents who wish to review past minutes 

can do so by request to the Board. 

http://www.hearthstoneatwoodfield.info/
mailto:ladyklockner@aim.com
http://www.hearthstoneatwoodfield.info/


Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.  

 

Social Committee News –Social Committee chair Sally Ann Quinlan, reported the International Dinner was a huge success. The Super Bowl party 

was attended by only 4 couples, all of whom had a great time. There have been four rentals since the end of December and two more coming up. She 

thanked Andy and Madeline Comba for their donation of a grill for outside the clubhouse and Mike and Fran Sisack for their promise of a propane 

tank. 

St. Patrick’s Day – Approximately 65 Hearthstone residents enjoyed another wonderful meal at the clubhouse at our St. Patrick’s Day 

celebration, on Saturday, March 20th.  A wonderful Potato Leek Soup and Beef Stew (prepared by Sally Ann) were served to all guests.  As has 

become our custom, delicious desserts, donated or made by many residents, filled the serving table. The evening was capped off with Irish coffee and 

entertainment.  Many of us sang along, as The B Flats led us in a series of traditional Irish tunes.  Thank you to Sally Ann, the B Flats, the servers, 

the dessert bakers and those who stayed to help clean up.  You all go that extra mile to provide all of us with fun events. 

Get Thee Into the Car - An auto trip to Lancaster is planned for Wednesday, April 14th.  Flyers have recently been distributed containing 

all pertinent information.  If you would like to go, or if you did not receive a flyer, please contact Sally Ann Quinlan (726-0034 or 

saquinlan@aol.com).  We will meet at the clubhouse at 8:15 AM, depart for Lancaster at 8:30 AM, shop during the day, have dinner at the Shady 

Maple at 5 PM and head for home around 7 PM. 

Memorial Day - Plans for a Memorial Day party are in the works but have not yet been finalized.  Information will be distributed as soon 

as plans are solidified. 

Cocktails by the Creek - Spring has arrived and those bitter cold days will soon be nothing more than a faint memory.  Warm summer 

evenings are just around the corner and Cocktails by the Creek beckons.  While we do not have an exact date, it won’t be long before we are once 

again joining each other on the clubhouse patio.  If it’s a nice evening and you feel like sitting outside, come to the clubhouse, raise your glass with 

friends and enjoy the laughter.  This year, thanks to the generosity of the Combas and the Sisacks, we will periodically be selling hamburgers ($2.00) 

and hot dogs ($1.00).  All proceeds will go in to the clubhouse fund.  If you would like to bring a bag of chips or make a salad, please feel free to do 

so, although nothing is required. 

Water Needed – If you would like to donate a case of water to the clubhouse it would be greatly appreciated.  Please be sure to leave your 

name with the water so the social committee knows who to thank. 

 

Lawn Care – Just a reminder that Redmond has started our spring clean-up.  If they have not as yet reached your home take heed, they are edging 

and mulching their way.  Before the end of March they will be applying our first fertilizer application.  Weekly mowing is scheduled to begin the 

week of March 29th.  Dates are subject to change depending on weather conditions and other factors.   

 

Important Information Concerning the Hunter Rain Sensor – If your irrigation system control panel is indicating the system is bypassed because 

of the rain sensor and there hasn’t been any rain, there is a chance the battery in the sending unit is not functioning. 

 

There is a simple test to check the battery.  On top of the sending unit there is a small button that when depressed will cause the indicator light on the 

bottom of the unit to blink, indicating the battery is OK.  If the light does not blink, the battery is dead and the unit must be replaced, as the battery is 

a maintenance free, non replaceable part. 

The Hunter unit has a five year warranty and will be exchanged at no cost.  Gill’s should replace the unit under warranty but most likely will charge 

for labor.  However, the unit can be exchanged at a Hunter dealer by simply giving them the bad one (both the control unit and the sending unit).  

You will receive a complete new unit. 

The nearest Hunter dealer is:  John Deere Landscapes, Basin Road, Hammonton, NJ 08037.  Phone (609) 561-0405.  It is approximately 20 miles 

from Hearthstone just off Route 206.  If there are any questions, please call Joe King. 

 

Annual Boro Wide Yard Sale – Turn your unwanted items into cash.  Saturday, May 15 has been designated as Pemberton Borough’s annual free 

yard sale day.  As in previous years, Hearthstone at Woodfield will be participating.  Kevin and Karen Mulligan will be placing an ad in the 

newspaper and running information on line.  If you have an item that you feel you would like to have specifically mentioned, please contact Kevin or 

Karen.   

 

Books – The clubhouse bookcases are over run with wonderful books, and we thank everyone for their contribution.  However, there are so many 

that we need to make room for new ones.   If there is a book you would like to have, please stop by the clubhouse and help yourself.  There are many 

duplicates and some have torn and worn pages.  Many of these have been pulled from the shelves. Sheri Oshinski will be selling these books at the 

community yard sale.  If you are a member of this community, and you are shopping at the yard sale there will be NO CHARGE for any book you 

select.  Only outside residents will pay for books.  All proceeds received from the sale of the books will be returned to our community funds. 

 

County Recycle Day – Shred your confidential files!  Recycle your computer or TV!  On Saturday, April 10th from 10 AM to 3 PM the Robert Shinn 

Recycling Center, located at 130 Hancock Lane, Westampton, will be open for Burlington County Residents.  You may bring your confidential 

documents, papers with standard size staples or paper clips, (limit to 4 kitchen trash bags per household), old computer equipment (limit 6 units), and 

televisions (one TV per resident, 30” or less).  No large binders, junk mail, or TV consoles will be accepted.  There is no charge for this service, 

but identification is required. 

 

FYI – Five community residents recently tried the new Jamisons Bar and Grill.  They found the beverages were reasonably priced, the bar menu is 

limited but the burgers were good, and the bartenders are friendly.  If you are in the mood for a quick dinner and don’t want to travel far, give them a 

try. 

 

Pemberton Rotary – On Thursday, April 22, 2010 the Pemberton Rotary is sponsoring a wine and theater night and will be presenting the play Man 

of La Mancha at the Burlington Community College Geraldine Clinton Little Theater.  Advanced tickets (no tickets will be sold at the door) are 

$15.00 and can be obtained by calling 472-9544 or through pembertonrotary@live.com.  Wine and cheese will be served at 6:30 p.m. with the show 

starting at 7:30 p.m.  For more information, please see the poster in the clubhouse. 

 

mailto:pembertonrotary@live.com


For Your Health – It’s easy for us to get a day’s worth of fruits and vegetables.  Add bananas, berries, or dried fruit to breakfast cereal, slice a juicy 

mellow for dessert, and crunch on an apple for a quick snack and you’ll probably meet the daily nutritional guidelines of 2 cups.  Getting enough 

vegetables can be more of a challenge.  Here are some easy ways to work the recommended 2& ½ cups into your daily menus:  Start the day with ½ 

cup of vegetable juice; enjoy a spinach salad or other main dish salad for lunch; add vegetables instead of mean to pasta dishes, pizzas, soups, and 

stews; spoon salsa onto a baked potato; keep bags of pre-cut washed carrots, snap peas, and cherry tomatoes on hand for quick snacking; make a 

vegetable stir-fry with small amounts of chicken, lean beef, or fish; whip up some refreshing fruit and vegetable smoothies or top off salads with 

apples and pear slices, cranberries, and pomegranate seeds. 

 

Helpful Hint – To keep apples and pears from turning brown, sprinkle them with a bit of lemon.  Also, a sprinkling of lemon will help enhance to 

flavor of berries and stone fruits. 

 

 Recipe Corner –    Spinach, Ham, and Rice Casserole          

 

 2 pkgs. (10 ounces each) frozen spinach, thawed and squeezed dry 2 Cups  cooked rice 

 2/3 Cups whole milk     2 large eggs 

 1 Cup grated Gruyere cheese (4 ounces)   Coarse salt and ground pepper 

 1 Tbs. extra-virgin olive oil     1 medium yellow onion, finely chopper 

 2 minced cloves of garlic     ½ Cup dry white wine 

 ½ pound of chopped ham 

 

Preheat oven to 375.  In a large bowl, combine spinach, rice, milk, eggs, ¾ cup cheese, 1&1/2 teaspoons salt, and ¼ tsp. pepper.  In a large skillet, 

heat oil over medium-high.  Add onion and garlic and season with salt and pepper.  Cook, stirring occasionally, until onion is soft and beginning to 

brown, about 10 minutes.  Add wine and cook until evaporated, about 3 minutes.  Add ham and cook until warmed through, about 2 minutes.  Add 

ham mixture to spinach mixture and stir to combine.  Transfer to an 8” square baking dish; top with ¼ cup cheese.  Bake until warmed through and 

golden brown on top, 25 to 30 minutes. 

Community Calendar of Events 
Week of March 29  Weekly mowing begins (weather permitting) 

April 14   Lancaster Trip 

April 20   Association Meeting 7:00 PM – Clubhouse 

April 22   Man of La Mancha at BCC 

April 24   Community Clean-Up Day (rain date May 1) 

May 15   Pemberton Borough Annual Yard Sale 

 

Frequently Asked Questions   - Management Co.  Wentworth Property Management, Melissa Verge, Representative 

 609-895-9636 ext. 450- mverge@wentworthmgt.com 

Clubhouse Rentals:  Fees are $75.00 for half day and $150.00 for a full day.  Must be a resident and provide proof of insurance.  Contact 

Sally Ann Quinlan for more information and rental forms.   

Community Website:  www. Hearthstoneatwoodfield.info   

Trash Pick-up Days:  Tuesday and Friday 

Recycle Days:  Every other Thursday (obtain a schedule from the Borough) 

BOT Members:  Cliff Rutherford, Donna Briggs, Jim Ernst, Sheri Oshinsky, Rich MacIntyre 

ARB Committee:  Walter Marsh,  Nick Sebasto, Ed Leff, Mike Monel, and Jeanne O’Keefe 

Pemberton Borough Offices –     894-8222 

Pemberton Borough Electric, Water & Sewer -   894-8222 

Pemberton Post Office -     894-2686 

Pemberton Borough Police (Nonemergency)  894-2632 Emergency 911 

PSE&G – Gas Customer Service    1-800-436-7734 

Comcast Cable Customer Service    1-856-354-1660 

Verizon Customer Service   

Congressman 3rd District:   John Adler 

US Senators:    Frank R. Lautenberg and Robert Menendez 

State Senator:    8th District: Philip E. Haines 

State Assembly:    Scott Rudder, Dawn Marie Addiego 

Newspaper Committee 

Sally Ann Quinlan       726-0034 saquinlan@aol.com  

Connie King  894-4511 connieking923@hotmail.com  

Jeanne Smith  894-2695 jeannersmith2@comcast.net  

Next Association Meeting – April 20, 2010 7:00 PM – Clubhouse 

Happy Passover and Happy Easter 
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