
The Woodfield Crier – November 2008 

 
Welcome – Our community continues to grow.  Please welcome: 

Elsa Mollo-Snow  55 Hearthstone Blvd.  321-6596 mosnowgal@yahoo.com 

Arnie & Maxine Austin  24 Woodfield Cr.  894-2996 maxinearnieaustin@yahoo.com  

Please add them to your directory. 

 

The First Thanksgiving Pilgrim is defined as a person who travels from place to place, usually for religious reasons.   

 

In England during the latter part of the 16
th
 Century a small group known as Separatists rejected the idea of a state church 

and espoused the idea that the church was an association of Christian believers organized in a congregational form of 

government in which the minister and other church officers were chosen by the members. 

 

In 1603, James I determined to make groups, such as the Separatists, conform or “harrie them out of the Land, or else do 

worse.”  The difficulties of the Separatists did become “worse,” and by comparison, the “former afflictions were but as 

flea-biting.”  Between 1607 and 1609, about 100 members of the Separatists managed to secretly escape to Holland where 

religious freedom was permitted.  However, it soon became apparent that Holland was not what they had expected.  It 

would be difficult for them to maintain a separate community life, their English heritage, and their distinctive religious 

ideals.  Pilgrim William Bradford wrote: “Some preferred and chose the prisons in England rather than this liberty in 

Holland with its afflictions.”  After 12 years, the leaders decided to move.  Representatives were sent to England to make 

arrangements for travel to the New World. 

 

To secure financial baking, they approached a group of London businessmen who agreed to assist them.  A joint-stock 

company was formed with two groups of stockholders.  One, know as adventurers, purchased shares at ten pound per 

share; and a second group, known as planters, received a share by migrating to the New World.  Anyone over 16 years of 

age could receive a share by migrating.  During the first seven years, the colonists were to be supplied with necessities, 

while all profits would go to the common stock.  After seven years, a proportional division would be made among the 

shareholders. The Virginia Company granted the Separatists a patent to settle on property the company owned in the New 

World. 

 

The Mayflower, a 100 ton sailing vessel, sailed from Plymouth, England on September 6, 1620 with “101 passengers and 

a cargo of furniture, household utensils, food, hogs, dogs, (possibly goats but no cattle), and beer.”  During the stormy 

voyage one passenger died at sea, and one baby was born.  After nine long weeks of sailing, land was sighted, and the 

Mayflower dropped anchor at Plymouth Bay.  On December 21, 1620, the colonists stepped onto a granite boulder, now 

known as Plymouth Rock.    

 

The winter weather was extreme and took its toll on the Pilgrims.  Many died of pneumonia, and history records that “at 

times not more than six or seven were in proper condition to attend the sick and bury the dead.”  Supply ships did not 

arrive from England as scheduled, and food was scarce.  By the time spring arrived, nearly half of the Pilgrims had died. 

Only four of the 18 married women remained alive.  Of the 54 survivors, 21 were under the age of 16. 

 

With the arrival of the spring, and the help of friendly Indians, the Pilgrims planted grain and other crops.  Ships arrived 

with supplies, and, in due time, the crops produced an abundant harvest.  After the harvest was in, a day of thanksgiving 

was declared.  The menu of the three-day thanksgiving feast was long.  History states it included venison, roast duck and 

goose, clams, other shellfish, eels, white and corn bread, leeks, watercress, salad herbs, wild plums, dried berries, red and 

white wine.  To help celebrate their blessings Governor Bradford invited Chief Massassoit and his tribe to the feast.  The 

Chief came “with some 90 men.”  One tradition says the Indians brought four wild turkeys to the feast.  For three days, 

the Pilgrims and Indians “entertained and feasted.” 

 

The Pilgrims’ path to Plymouth was long and circuitous. It took them from the familiar to the unknown, from a land of 

religious persecution and political oppression to a land where, as a new nation emerged, everyone could enjoy the 

blessings of liberty, freedom of speech, and the right to worship according to the dictates of one’s conscience. 

 

As we celebrate the festival of Thanksgiving begun by the Pilgrims and passed down from generation to generation, let us 

be thankful for the bounty and liberty bequeathed to us by these adventurous and brave people, the Pilgrims. 
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Association Meeting Minutes – Avis Anderson opened the meeting announcing the resignation of Gary Hicks.  Gary was 

thanked for his two years of hard work on the Board. 

 

Harry Wetterskog, Pemberton Borough Building Inspector, was introduced.  Harry gave a brief explanation of procedures 

for requirements for Borough Building Permits.  He explained that permits are State code and are required for interior and 

exterior work.  Permits are required before work can be started, and any work that is over $500.00 requires a contractor 

that must be registered by the State of New Jersey.  Once the permit is obtained, Harry must come out at different stages 

to approve that everything is up to code.  If work is done without the appropriate permit, fines may be levied.  Harry will 

send out three letters before someone will be fined.  Permits are needed for new furnaces, new air conditioners, decks, 

attic fans, finishing basements, etc.  Patios do not need a permit, but steps do.  Handrails do not need a permit unless there 

are 3 steps or more.  Most permits are turned around in 3 to 4 days, at the most 2 weeks.  Harry works Tuesdays and 

Thursdays, but will return calls in the evenings to answer any questions.  Failure to obtain a permit could result in fines up 

to $2,000.00.  ARB approval is need for exterior work before obtaining a permit.   

 

Candidates running for the open Board seat were asked to speak about themselves and tell why they wanted to be on the 

Board.  Cliff Rutherford and Donna Briggs both spoke; each stating their experience and reasons for volunteering to serve 

on our Board.  Ballots were collected and counted.  Donna Briggs was the winner and was seated during the re-

organization portion of the meeting.  Congratulations Donna. 

 

Avis explained that everyone currently has a clean slate as violation letters have not been sent out.  Wentworth will go 

through the community in the near future and then send out violation notices. 

 

The Board has hired Chris Florio from Stark & Stark as our lawyers and Falcon Engineering to help with the transition 

from the developer and builder to our Association.  We have been advised that this transition can run anywhere from 

$10,000 to $40,000.00 plus. 

 

The 2009 budget was discussed.  Wentworth has completed their portion, but they need an audit from MAMCO in order 

to finalize the procedure.  When complete, copies will be provided to homeowners.  Homeowners were advised that our 

clubhouse utilities and insurance rates have gone up. The current lawn service company has asked for a rather large rate 

increase.  Association fees have not been raised in three (3) years. A motion was made to raise the monthly fees from 

$104.00 to $124.00.  The motion was voted on and approved.  As of January 2009 the monthly association fee will be 

$124.00.  Wentworth will investigate other lawn service companies. 

 

Joe Salomone spoke as a board member, but not as a representative of the Board, when he explained that the Board 

accepted the rules and regulations that were researched and written by the ARB.  He further explained that the Board 

would look at these rules from time to time, as they were a living document and modifications may be needed/wanted. He 

suggested a planning board be established to promote community involvement and input for future suggestions and 

changes to the rules and regulations.  Two residents stated they did not feel that was necessary.   Hopefully we will soon 

be able to communicate ideas through “Wentworth Connect”, a web based program. 

 

Kathy Book will continue to clean the clubhouse for $100.00 a month plus cleaning supplies. 

 

Councilman Stu Thompson stated the Borough is still looking for a new police chief.  The State has mandated the 

Borough needs to have an additional 50 affordable housing units.  Pemberton Borough Fire Company is in need of funds.  

The Board approved the HOA to send $100.00 to the Fire Department and the EMT. 

 

Joyce Gilbert will have Shamrock install a new programmable thermostat in the clubhouse and move one thermostat into 

the exercise room.  Joyce was also asked to check with Guardian regarding the clubhouse alarm.  The lights outside the 

clubhouse are not functioning.  Bob Briggs will check to see if the bulbs are burned out.  (They were burned out, have 

been replaced, and the timer set so the lights automatically turn on at dusk).  Thanks Bob. 

 

The Board was reorganized as follows:  Avis Anderson, President; Joe Salomone, Vice President; Donna Briggs, 

Treasurer; Sheri Oshinsky, Secretary.  Jim Ernst & Donna Briggs will be added as signers for checks as well as Avis. 

 

The board signed the updated and corrected copy of the rules and regulations, as presented by Donna Briggs. 

 



The next Board working meeting will be December 1 at 7:00 P.M.  Next Homeowners Association Meeting will be 

February 9, 2009 at 7:00 P.M. 

 

Condolences – We extend heartfelt sympathies to Kevin and Karen Mulligan on the loss of Karen’s father.  Many prayers 

and sympathies are sent to you and your family. 

 

Thank You – “My thanks to all who were so supportive during my time of bereavement.  My appreciation to those who 

prayed sent cards, came to visit, called, sent flowers, fruit baskets, food, etc.  I am so grateful to my special neighbors Al 

and Babs Kernagis, Dick and Sandy Minton, Dave and Joanne Adolph.  May God bless all of you in this community for 

caring.  If Bob could, he would say thanks for your kindness towards me, his wife.” Carol Sampson 

 

Get Well Wishes – We are sending warm wish for a speedy recovery to John Anderson as he recovers from back surgery.  

Get well wishes and keeping you in our thoughts to Carol Ousbin and Anna Sears. 

 

December Birthday Greetings – 3 Roy Vereen, 7 Judy Bariexca, 14 George Ousbin, and Nick Sebasto, 16 Kevin 

Mulligan, 23
 
Emmett Murray, 25 Carol Sampson, 28 Melanie Caracci, 29 Joel Preston, 30 Joe Adamcyk, and 31 Rob 

Vannozzi. 

 

December Anniversaries – 4 Babs & Al Kernagis, 7 Sharon & Bruce Ostrofsky, 21 Pat & Jeff Brettler, 24 Jeanne & 

Howard Smith, 24 Lois & Joe Adamczyk     Congratulations to all. 

 

Important Website  – Please go to the following website.  http://www.pmclaw.com/Files/Articles/ComAss 04 2007.pdf. 

 As you know, we are going through a major transition. This website takes you to a brief brochure detailing the transition 

process.  It is hoped this brochure will help explain the procedure.  If you have any questions, please contact one of our 

Board members.   

 

Santa – Santa and Mrs. Claus will make a special visit to our clubhouse on Sunday, December 7 from 12:00 to 4:00.  

Please bring your grandchildren and cameras.  Refreshments will be available for sale, but there is NO charge for visiting 

with Santa.  If you have gift you would like Santa to present to your grandchild, please wrap and mark the gift and bring it 

to the clubhouse before hand.  If you don’t have little ones you are welcomed and encouraged to stop by anyway.  This is 

a fantastic community event.  Everyone had a good time last year.  You’re never too old for Santa!! 

 

ENS – Are you experiencing Empty Nest Syndrome (ENS)?  If you would like to participate in an ENS Support Group, 

please contact Janet Peeples at 321-6515. 

 

Social Committee News – On December 3
rd

 at 11:00 A.M. volunteers will be meeting at the clubhouse to decorate for 

Christmas.  Everyone is welcome to help out.  Lunch will follow – possibly wine and pizza.  Just bring a few dollars to 

chip in.  December 13 we will be meeting at the clubhouse to board the bus for Longwood Gardens.  If you have not 

signed and would like to do so, contact Sally Ann Quinlan at 726-0034.  December 31 – A New Year’s Eve Murder 

Mystery will be held at the clubhouse followed by music and dancing.  If you would like to take part in the small 

production, contact Connie King 894-4511.  

 

Arts & Craft Show – Those of us that participated in the Arts & Craft Show in October would like to thank all of you 

from coming out and supporting this show.  We hope you enjoyed coming as much as we enjoyed displaying our 

creations.  We would like have another show in the spring, in conjunction with Pemberton Borough Community Yard 

Sale Day.  If you have something you would like to sell, please contact Connie King or Al Yeager.  Thank you. 

 

Handyman – Are you looking for a reliable handyman?  Robert D. Neitzel (formerly of Ryan Homes) has started his own 

handyman business.  If you need repairs, windows, doors, etc. call Bob at 953-8380.  No job is too small.   

 

Borough Council Meetings –Is there something you don’t understand or would like clarified regarding the operations of 

the Borough?  Would you like to see how decisions are made?  Do you have a concern regarding your property or our 

community in general that you feel requires the attention of the Borough?   Perhaps you would like to thank the Council 

for something they have done.  If answered yes to any of these questions, please attend a Council meeting and bring your 

concerns to their attention.  Council meetings are held at 8:00 P.M. on the third Monday of every month at Borough Hall.   

 

http://www.pmclaw.com/Files/Articles/ComAss%2004%202007.pdf


Recipe Corner –   Williamsburg Sweet Potatoes   - Sheri Oshinsky 

 

Preheat over to 400.  Grease a 1&1/2 qt. casserole. 

 

  3 lbs. sweet potatoes   ¾ cup light brown sugar 

  3 Tbs. butter    ½ tsp. cinnamon 

  ½ tsp. nutmeg    ¼ tsp. salt 

  1 cup milk 

 

Cook sweet potatoes in boiling water until done; peel and mash.  Stir in remaining ingredients except 2 Tbs. of sugar.  

Turn into prepared casserole dish and sprinkle with remaining sugar.  Bake 400 for 30 minutes. 

 
Frequently Asked Questions   - Management Co.  Wentworth Property Management, Joyce Gilbert, Representative 

    609-895-9636 ext. 450 - jgilbert@wentworthmgt.com 

Clubhouse Rentals:  Fees are $75.00 for half day and $150.00 for a full day.  Must be a resident and provide 

proof of insurance.  Contact Jeanne O’Keefe for more information and rental forms.  894-9321. 

Community Website:  www. Hearthstoneatwoodfield.info  

Trash Pick-up Days:  Tuesday and Friday 

Recycle Days:  Every other Thursday (obtain a schedule from the Borough) 

 

For our Veterans’ – A Veteran is someone who, at one point in his/her life wrote a blank check made payable to “The 

United States of America” for an amount of  “up to and including my life”.  That is honor, and we thank all who are 

currently serving, as well as those who have served our country. 

 

Community Calendar of Events 
Nov. 27  Thanksgiving Day 

Dec. 3  Decorate the Clubhouse 11:00 A.M. 

Dec.  7  Santa comes to the Clubhouse 

Dec. 13  Longwood Gardens Trip 

Dec. 31  New Years’ Eve at the Clubhouse 

 

Kimmel Center – Philadelphia – 215-893-1999 

Nov. 28-30  Wizard of Oz  

Dec. 2-7 Legally Blonde 

Dec. 16-Jan. 4 A Chorus Line – Tickets on sale now 

Jan. 9-11 Ain’t Misbehavin’  Tickets on sale now 

Jan.8-Feb. 1 Give My Regards to Broadway – Tickets on sale now 

Jan. 30-Feb. 1 Jesus Christ Superstar – Tickets on sale now 

 

Newspaper Committee 

Sally Ann  726-0034 saquinlan@aol.com  

Kathy Book  894-2449 renegades4@aol.com 

Connie King  894-4511 connieking923@hotmail.com  
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