
The Woodfield Crier – May 2008 

 
New Residents – Welcome to:  Bill and Joan Robertson at 45 Woodfield Circle  894-8007  skylark12@aol.com 

Please add them to your directory. 

 

Condolences:  Heartfelt sympathies are extended to Andi and Barry Mednick on the resent passing of Andi’s mother.   

 

Congratulations:  Jeanette Perkins has just graduated with her second degree in nursing.  Good for you, Jeanette!  You 

are an inspiration to many. 

 

Mother’s Day:  Maybe you saw this on the internet, but it’s lovely and we thought it deserved more attention. 

 

Somebody said it takes about six weeks to get back to normal after you’ve had a baby. 

That somebody doesn’t know that once you’re a mother, “normal” is history. 

 

Somebody said being a mother is boring. 

That somebody never rode in a car driven by a teenager with a driver’s permit. 

 

Somebody said you don’t need an education to be a mother. 

That somebody never helped a 4
th
 grader with their homework. 

 

Somebody said the hardest part of being a mother is the labor and delivery. 

That somebody never watched her “baby” get on a bus for the first day of kindergarten or on a plane headed for military 

“boot camp”. 

 

Somebody said a mother can stop worrying after her child gets married. 

That somebody doesn’t know that marriage adds a new son or daughter to a mother’s heart strings. 

 

Mother’s are a very important “somebody”.  We hope you had a very special day. 

 

Association Meeting Highlights – Tracy Franklin, our MAMCO representative, brought two independent auditors from 

the firm of Rutolo, Spewak & Co.  They presented a synopsis of our annual budget and made a few suggestions which the 

BOT will implement. 

 

The BOT approved the hiring of a new management company.  As of August 1
st
 Wentworth Group will be our new 

management corporation.  Please continue to send your monthly association fees to MAMCO for the months of June and 

July.  Wentworth will provide us with individual monthly statements from August through December. 

 

Jeanne O’Keefe announced her resignation as clubhouse manager/social director.  We would like to thank Jeanne for her 

work at the clubhouse and wonderful food prepared for the parties. 

 

The Board felt it would be beneficial to have Stu Thompson, our resident Borough Councilman, attend the Association 

meetings.  This will give Stu the opportunity to address any issues we may have that pertain to the Borough. Since the 

Borough Council meetings are held on the 3
rd

 Monday of the month, the BOT has changed our quarterly meetings to the 

2
nd

 Monday instead of the 3
rd

.  Our next Association meeting will be held on Monday, August 12.  Please note this 

change. 

 

 News from Borough Councilman Thompson – After a defeat by the voters, the school budget has been reduced 

$40,000.00 by the Borough Council.  This recommendation has been sent to the Department of Education for review and 

approval.  The Borough budget is on hold pending the finalization of the State budget.  It looks like the Borough will get a 

portion back from the annual cuts to small towns. 

 

Martin Miller, Borough engineer, has sent a letter to Pendell Associates (the developer) regarding remediation of the 

drainage problems/grading issues on Simpkin’s Lane; fence for the clubhouse  and removal of a fallen tree on Woodfield. 

 

Next Borough meeting – June 16, 2008. 

mailto:skylark12@aol.com


Flags – Please notice how wonderful and patriotic the American Flags look as we drive into Hearthstone at Woodfield.  

Our Mayor, Fred Simpkins, has made this special privilege possible, as not all streets in the Borough have flags displayed. 

 

I ask that all of us continue this display of patriotism throughout our community by flying or displaying our American 

Flag.  This is only one small part that we can do to not only show our love for our country but most of all to support our 

troops who are giving up their lives for our freedom at home.   Thank you.  Lois Sickles 

 

May Birthday Greetings – 4 Timothy Mendonez; 8 Dee Szmaciasz;  9 John Anderson; 10 Gary Hicks; 13 Diane 

Zerns and Carol Locker; 20 Dottie Branch; 21 Avis Anderson; 23 Judy Volosin; 30 Gary Dobs; 31 Naomi Logan         

May  Anniversaries –  20 Walter Marsh & Terry Bertone 30 Joel & Mary Preston 

 

Happy Birthday and Congratulations to everyone 

 

Support our Troops – Once again we will be collecting items to send to our troops.  If you would like to donate books, 

pencils, writing tablets, shaving cream, toothbrushes, toothpaste, playing cards, etc., please drop them in the box in the 

clubhouse.  Thank you so much for all your past support. 

 

 

Thank You - The hand railings appear to have all been installed, and they look very nice.  Thank you, Sally Ann, for 

coordinating this project. 

 

Thank you to all my friends for all their love and support I received after the passing of my Mother.  Also, all the sweet 

treats were scrumptious.  I will definitely have to get back to walking.  Andi Mednick 

 

Lawn Care – I had sent the follow message out via email, but will repeat for those who do not have a computer. 

Mark, from Ryan Homes, has suggested that we cut back on watering our lawns.  Between the rain and all the sprinkler 

systems there is too much water for our lawns, causing the sod to float and creating voids in the ground.  As an example, 

if your neighbor waters their property for 15 to 20 minutes on Monday, you should water your lawn on Tuesday.  When 

everyone waters on the same day, it tends to saturate the minimal area between homes.  Another suggestion might be for 

one neighbor to water that area for the months of June and July; August and September would be the responsibility of the 

other neighbor who did not water in for the first two months. 

 

Interesting Tip – Most everyone’s dishwasher is right next to the sink.  If you have a lot of pot and pans and large 

serving pieces to wash by hand, open the dishwasher, pull out the top race BEFORE you load it with glasses, and use it as 

a drainer – the door catches the drip.  Submitted by Liz Whiteside.   

 

Did You Know – NJ Transit has a bus that goes from Pemberton Borough to Philadelphia?  You may get bus #317 on 

corner of Hanover St. at Elizabeth St.  Stops include Mt. Holly, Burlington County College (Mt. Laurel), Moorestown 

Mall, Cherry Hill, Camden, and Philadelphia.  For more information call 1 (800) 772-2222.  

 

The convenient vegetable stand on Elizabeth Street has opened for the season. 

 

Dogs – Thank you to all who walk their dogs and clean up after them, whether it is in an empty lot or common area.  Your 

cooperation is appreciated.  Now we need your suggestions.  A resident has expressed concerns regarding grass around 

their mailbox.  As everyone knows, it is natural for animals to sniff and eliminate around trees, posts, grass etc.  However, 

with so many dogs being walked in such a relatively small area, the grass is dying beneath the mailboxes.  If anyone has a 

solution to this problem, please let us know.   

 

Proper Way to Mulch Trees – This article was in the Garden Q & A section of The Times.  Donna Briggs thought it 

may be beneficial to residents who are concerned about their trees. 

 

If I had the choice of eliminating one harmful gardening practice, it would be the mulch volcanoes that appear around 

trees.  To some, it may look neat and tidy, but it ultimately results in tree decline and mortality.  That “professionals” are 

doing it and giving it credence boggles the mind.  The aim may be to preserve soil moisture in dry spells; the effect is 

exactly the opposite.  No rain can penetrate a foot thick layer of mulch and because the mulch in sloped away from the 



tree, it runs off.  Thick mulch also promotes the growth of mats or fungi that shed water.  In effect, the mound functions as 

an umbrella over the root zone. 

 

A trunk wound covered in mulch doesn’t heal and becomes an entryway for pests and disease.  Also, many trees actually 

send roots out into the mulch over time in a desperate search for moisture.  These often grow near the surface of the mulch 

and are subject to drought stress.  A heavy layer of mulch may also harbor rodents that can injure the bark and major 

roots.   

 

Often trees mulched in this way fail to develop a normal root flare, which works to buttress the trunk as the tree grows to 

maturity.  Heavily mulched trees are more likely to be uprooted in a windstorm. 

 

Mulch volcanoes are most injurious to young trees, and unfortunately, that is where they are seen most often.  If a newly 

planted tree is subjected to this treatment, the root ball may be completely shielded from any moisture, even if the area is 

irrigated heavily.  Such trees may struggle to become established and often die within five years of planting. 

 

The correct method is to form a circular ridge of soil at the edge of the root zone and then lightly mulch this saucer so that 

the soil and mulch together trap rainwater and feed it to the roots.  Mulch should not touch the trunk.  By Scott Aker 

 

Ad Booklet –Bruce Buzalski and Lois Sickles are working together to develop a new and improved ad booklet that will 

soon be delivered to your home.  Bruce possesses excellent computer skills. In addition to designing an artful hard copy 

for everyone, he will place it on the Hearthstone at Woodfield website, which he has developed.    If you frequent any of 

the merchants who advertise in our booklet, please let them know you saw their ad.  Also, Lois is still accepting ads.  If 

you know of any reliable business which may wish to advertise with us, contact Lois. 

 

Website – As mentioned above, Bruce Buzalski has developed a community website, please check it out at 

www.hearthstoneatwoodfield.info.  Bruce has included Borough calendars and recycling information; back issues of the 

Woodfield Crier; and there is a bulletin board were residents are invited to share their thoughts. 

 

For Your Health – Tea with a Twist – Prevention Magazine suggests squeezing a splash of juice into your tea to 

multiply its disease-fighting benefits.  Perdue University suggests steeping one tea bag in 1 cup of boiling water for 3 to 5 

minutes before you add the juice to ensure high antioxidant levels.  3 tablespoons of citrus juice (orange, grapefruit, 

lemon, or lime) to 1 cup of green tea improves the stability of catechins (antioxidants that help prevent cancer, stroke, and 

heart disease). 

 

To help cut sodium put alternating layers of pepper and salt in one shaker.  This will cut down on the amount of sodium 

consumed at one sitting. 

 

Recipe Corner – Submitted by Jeanne Smith 

 

Suddenly Salad 

 

  2 Cups uncooked shell pasta    4-5 peeled baby carrots, shredded 

  1 Cup frozen peas, thawed    3/4 Cup mayonnaise 

  ½  1 oz. packet hidden valley ranch dressing mix  ¼ Cup bacon bits 

  ½ teaspoon onion powder 

 

In large bowl, mix mayo, dressing mix, bacon bits, shredded carrots and onion powder.  Chill.  Cook pasta according to 

pkg. directions using the shortest allotted time.  Drain and cool.  Fold in chilled mixture, adding peas last.  Chill for 

several hours.  Serve chilled or room temperature.   

 

Up-Coming Events – Oldies Night  Saturday, June 28
th
 8:00 PM – Anapa’s Country House 

   Music provided by D.J. Joey.  $5.00 cover charge 

 

   Dinner Theatre Game Show – Saturday, June 7 - $45.00 per person (Tax & Gratuity included) 

   Dinner starts at 6:30    Show starts at 7:15   

   Anap’s Country House – Please call for more information and reservations 894-2700 

http://www.hearthstoneatwoodfield.info/


 

Why We Love Children –  While working for an organization that delivers lunches to elderly shut-ins, I used to take my 

4-year old daughter on my afternoon rounds.  She was unfailingly intrigued by the various appliances of old age, 

particularly the canes, walkers and wheelchairs.  One day I found her staring at a pair of false teeth soaking in a glass.  As 

I braced myself for the inevitable barrage of questions, she merely turned and whispered, “the tooth fairy will never 

believe this!”  

 

Art Classes – Have you always wanted to try your hand at painting but didn’t think you had any talent?  Now is the time 

to try.  Karen Smith is offering painting classes at her studio right here in the Borough.  For more information contact 

Karen at 726-1085 or email her at studioclassroom@aol.com.  

 

Wanted – Corks – Peg & Joe Biringer’s son is working on a project that requires corks.  If you have any real corks (not 

the plastic), please drop them off at the Biringer’s at 35 Woodfield Circle.  Thank you. 

 

Recommended – A few people have asked where to get their car serviced.  We have recently used Southampton Imported 

Car Sales and Service located on Route 38 in Southampton.  We have found them to be knowledgeable, friendly, and 

competent.  Joe & Connie King 

 

 

Next Association Meeting – August 12, 2008 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Community Calendar of Events 
 

Kimmel Center Presentations 

 

June 17 – July 13 The Color Purple 

July 15 – July 27 MAMMA MIA! 

Aug. 14 – Aug. 31 Spamalot  

 

 

 
Newspaper Correspondents 

Sally Ann Quinlan       726-0034 saquinlan@aol.com  

Kathy Book  894-2449 renegades4@aol.com 

Connie King  894-4511 connieking923@hotmail.com  
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